
MITCHELL COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
COMMISSION MEETING

AGENDA
May 14, 2024

5:00 PM
I. CALL TO ORDER

A. Chairman Benjamin Hayward

II. INVOCATION

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

A. Regular Meeting, April 9, 2024
B. Work Session, April 29, 2024

V. PRESENTATIONS

A. Ameri Pro - Baconton Charter School

VI. PUBLIC HEARING

A. Request for a Zoning Change from Ag to Industrial with a Conditional Use for
a possible Industrial Project. The applicant is Mitchell County Development
Authority. The property is located at 2163 and 2121 Old Ga Hwy 3, Pelham.
The 189.68-and 10.00-Acre parcels of property are located on Map 101,
Parcels 16 & 21. The property owners are Highpoint Manufacturing and Mr.
Jimmy Hayes.

B. Request for a Rural Business in an Ag Zone to allow the applicants Brenda &
Ronald Wisham to Operate a Sandwich and Ice Cream Shop on the property
located at 1008 Country Lane, Camlla. The 16.61-Acre parcel is located on
Map 21, Parcel 39.The property owners are Ronald & Brenda Wisham.

VII. OLD BUSINESS:

A. Right of Entry Work Policy

VIII. NEW BUSINESS:

A. Ordinance # 2024-002 Mitchell County Development Authority
B. Resolution # 2024-007- Brenda & Ronald Wisham
C. Stitches Contract Renewal
D. Proposed Fee Increase for Environmental Health Services
E. Sheriff Department Vehicle Transfer
F. Facility Use Guidelines for County owned Property
G. Fiscal Year 2023 Final Budget Adjustments
H. Bowen Trailer Park Road

IX. COMMISSION AND ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS



A. County Administrator
B. Finance Officer
C. County Attorney

X. CITIZEN COMMENTS

XI. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Pending Litigation

XII. ADJOURN
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County Employees / Equipment Policy re: Private Property 

Policy 

(a) Private property work prohibited.  In accordance with state law, county employees are 

prohibited from working on private property, except under the conditions noted in this policy. 

 

(b) Conditions allowing work on private property.  County employees may be permitted to work 

on private property under one or more of the following conditions:  

(1) For law enforcement, building inspection, animal control and other police power functions 

related to protecting the health, safety, and general welfare of Mitchell County citizens through 

the enforcement of federal, state, and local laws, and regulations. 

(2) In the event of a locally declared natural or technological disaster or emergency on a case-

by-case basis as determined by the Mitchell County Board of Commissioners, or a state or 

federally declared natural or technological disaster authorizing such work. 

(3) To fulfill a legitimate public interest associated with providing one or more the services 

authorized by the laws of the State of Georgia and on the case-by-case approval of the Mitchell 

County Board of Commissioners. Private property work of this type shall require a contract, 

easement, or other written agreement with the property owner acceptable to the County 

Attorney. 

(4) In a situation to protect public infrastructure such as roads, bridges, or culverts, etc. 

(5) Any other situation that, in the opinion of the County Attorney, is permitted by Georgia law. 

(c) Interpretation. The Mitchell County Board of Commissioners reserves the right to interpret 

and apply this policy to the highest benefit of the public interest.    

 

Procedure 

In the event a situation exists that creates a hazard to public infrastructure, the following 

procedure shall occur before any county equipment can be used or employees can work on 

private property for one of the reasons listed above. 

 

(1) Any Mitchell County Department Head or citizen may make a request to the County 

Administrator to evaluate whether a situation on private property creates a threat to public 

infrastructure. 

 

(2) The situation shall be evaluated by the Local Issuing Authority (LIA), as defined in Chapter 

30 of the Mitchell County Code, and a certified engineer selected by Mitchell County. 

 

(3) If the situation is determined to be a hazard to the public infrastructure, the County Attorney 

shall be consulted as to whether any proposed solution to the situation is permitted by law.   

 

(4) If Mitchell County identifies the situation, Mitchell County shall bear all engineer and legal 

costs incurred for evaluating the situation. 
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(5) If a citizen requests Mitchell County to evaluate a situation, and Mitchell County determines 

that the situation is a threat to public infrastructure, Mitchell County shall bear all engineer and 

legal costs incurred for evaluating the situation. 

 

(6) If a citizen requests Mitchell County to evaluate a situation, and Michell County determines 

that the situation is not a threat to public infrastructure, the citizen shall bear one-half of the 

expenses for all engineer and legal costs incurred for evaluating the situation and Mitchell 

County shall bear the other half of said costs. The citizen shall execute a written agreement 

agreeing to these terms, as approved by the County Attorney, before Mitchell County incurs 

any costs evaluating the situation. 

 

(7) If a situation is identified as a threat to the public infrastructure as outlined above, a right 

of entry and a release of liability shall be acquired from the property owner before any work is 

performed. 

 

(8) This procedure may be bypassed where the County Administrator determines that a 

catastrophic failure to public infrastructure is imminent. 

 

(9) This policy does not affect any right of way, prescriptive easement, or any other property 

right that may be in place. 

 

References: 

Gratuities Clause of the Georgia Constitution - Ga. Const. Art.III, Sec.VI, Para. VI(a)  

Ga. Attorney General Unofficial Opinion No. U2001-4 

Mitchell County Code of Ordinances, Chapter 30 – Environmental, Sec. 30.20 Definitions, Local 

issuing authority: The governing authority of any county or municipality which is certified 

pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 12-7-8(a). 
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Proposed Fee Increase for Environmental Health Services

2024

Land Use/Sewage Program Old Fee Proposed Fee

Subdivision or Mobile Home Park Evaluation 1-4 lot eval 50 per lot + 25 per additional lots 75 per lot

Individual Lot Evaluation For Plat Approval 50 75 per lot

Evaluate Existing System 50 75

Septic Tank Permit Residential 100 150

Septic Tank Permit Commercial < 2000 150 200

Septic Tank Permit Commercial > 2000 150 400

Septic Tank Pumper or Portable Sanitation Permit and Inspection 100 (50/ each Add'l truck) 150 + 75 for each additional truck

Water Supply Program Old Fee Proposed Fee

Well Construction Permit/Inspection (Includes one courtesy resample if positive) 75 100

Individual Bacterial Water Sample (Includes one courtesy resample if positive) 50 50

Re-Check at Well/Well Site (Within 30 days of initial sample) 25 25

Non-Public Water Supply Annual Sampling Cost of W33 plus 50 Cost of W33 plus 50

Non-bacterial Water Sample Collection 25

Food Service Program Old Fee Proposed Fee

Temporary Food Service Inspection Fee 50 50

Temporary Food Service Late Application Fee Additional 25 Additional 25

Food Service Application Fee 25 25

Food Service Plan Review Fee 200 300

Food Service Annual Fee 150 275

Food Service Annual Fee with State Approved HACCP Review 150 375

Mobile Food Service Annual Fee with Free Standing Base
100 Commissary Fee, includes (1) unit Each Add'l 

Unit 100

275 (Base and one unit) + 150 for Each 

Additional Unit

Mobile Food Service Annual Fee with Free Standing Base and State Approved HACCP 

Review

100 Commissary Fee, includes (1) unit Each Add'l 

Unit 100

375 (Base and one unit) + 150 for Each 

Additional Unit

Mobile Food Service Annual Fee with Existing Food Service Permit 100 per unit 150 per unit

Mobile Food Service Authorization Fee 25

Food Service Required Additional Annual Inspection Fee 75

Tourist Court Accommodation Program Old Fee Proposed Fee

Tourist  Accommodation Application Fee 25 25

Tourist Accomodation Plan Review Fee 200 300

Tourist Accommodation Annual Fee 100 (1-25); 150 (26-50); 200 (>50)

150 (1-25 rooms); 200 (26-50 rooms); 

250 (>50 rooms)

Swimming Pools and Spa Programs Old Fee Proposed Fee

Swimming Pool/Spa Application Fee 25 25

Swimming Pool/Spa Plan Review and Construction Permit Fee 250 300

Swimming Pool/Spa Annual Fee 150 200



Proposed Fee Increase for Environmental Health Services

2024

Body Art Old Fee Proposed Fee

Body Art Studio Application Fee 25 25

Body Art Studio Plan Review Fee 300 300

Body Art Studio Annual Fee 200 200

Rabies

Rabies Specimen Submission - No Exposure 50 150

Rabies Certificate 0.50 0.50

Miscellaneous Fees Old Fee Proposed Fee

Public Records Per Printed Page Fee 10 + .10 per page .10 per page

Waiver/Variance Application Fee 250 250

Failed Inspection Fee 50 75

Late Annual Fee 50

Facility Change of Ownership Fee 100

Exam Proctor Fee (Per Exam) 50 50

Miscellaneous Hourly Rate 50 50
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Mitchell County Property / 
Facility Use Guidelines 

 
Mitchell County, by and through the Mitchell County Board of Commissioners, owns several 
properties and facilities that may be used by citizens of Mitchell County for certain types of 
events. It is the responsibility of the County Administrator to protect the public and county-
owned property when deciding whether to allow these facilities and properties to be used. 

Only Mitchell County residents will be allowed to request the use of any county-owned 
property and facility that is made available to the public. All meetings, events, or gatherings 
at any county-owned property and facility where public attendance is invited or solicited 
must be on a nondiscriminatory basis. All properties and facilities that are made available to 
the public must be available to all people without regard to sex, race, color, or national origin. 
Duplicate but equal events which maintain segregation on these bases will not be permitted.  

If authorized to use any county-owned property and/or facility, the requesting organization 
and/or person must use the property and/or facility for the designed use only. The requesting 
organization and/or person agrees that the facility will be used and enjoyed at its sole risk 
and in consideration of such use shall release, relinquish, and discharge Mitchell County 
and its officials and employees from any liability arising out of the use of the county-owned 
property and agrees to indemnify, protect, and save harmless the County of Mitchell and any 
of its agencies, officials, and employees of and from any and all claims, demands or 
liabilities for any injury to, including the death of persons (whether third party persons or 
employees of either of the parties thereto), any loss or damage of property including injury 
or death of livestock or other animals (whether it is that of either or the parties hereto or third 
party persons) caused by or growing out of or in any way happening in connection with its 
exercise of the privileges herein granted.  

General Guidelines for All County-owned Facilities 

1. No event shall be allowed without obtaining written approval from the Mitchell 
County Administrator and completion of the Facility Use Form, apart from the 
Mitchell County Ag Center. 

2. No event will be allowed at the Mitchell County Ag Center without obtaining written 
approval from the Mitchell County Extension Office after completing the Facility Use 
Form for the Mitchell County Ag Center. 

3. Mitchell County has the right to deny any application and make any county-owned 
property unavailable for public or private events. 

4. Any event sponsored by the Mitchell County Extension Service, or any Vocational Ag 
Department will take precedence over all other uses.  

5. No alcohol shall be permitted on any county-owned property. 
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6. Noise from events shall not violate the Mitchell County Noise Control Ordinance 
(Section 30-80, et seq. of the Mitchell County Code). 

7. All facilities must be cleaned after the event ends and before the grounds are vacated.  
8. Any damage to the facility, equipment, tables, chairs, or grounds will be the 

responsibility of the requestor to repair or replace at their cost.  
9. No two events can be scheduled on the same day.  
10. There will be no fire burning on any county properties, except for contained grills for 

food preparations. 

Courthouse Park Specific Additions to General Guidelines 

1. All activities must end by 11:30 PM. 
2. The Courthouse Park shall not be used for any event, including dances or benefits, 

where admission is charged. 
3. When the Courthouse Park is booked for school-related functions, the school 

principal or school superintendent shall be required to sign a request form. 
4. A $100 damage deposit will be required for use of the Courthouse Park for private 

citizens, private organizers, private businesses, and for-profit organizations. 
5. There will be no damage deposit for governmental entities, public school systems, 

non-profit organizations, and religious organizations.  
6. Food vendors are allowed but shall follow Department of Public Health guidelines 

and protect the property from damage or spillage. 
7. There shall be no utility hook ups to the courthouse during any events.  

Mitchell County Ag Center and Grounds to Include the Horse Arena 

1. It is the responsibility of the user/using organization to enforce this policy. If alcohol is 
found during the event, the event will be closed and no money refunded. If any 
evidence of use or consumption of alcohol is found upon inspection, the requester’s 
deposit is automatically forfeited, and the requestor shall not be allowed to use the 
facilities again. VIOLATION OF ANY RULE WILL CAUSE A FORFIET OF THE DEPOSIT.  

2. No smoking is allowed inside the Ag Center.  
3. Food service is not provided. The requestor is expected to make these arrangements 

with the concurrence of the Mitchell County Extension Coordinator.  
4. Events will not be scheduled back-to-back. A minimum of two (2) days must be 

allowed between events to provide proper time for cleaning and maintenance. Clean 
up by requestor must be completed by NOON the day after the event.  

5. The Ag Center is not designed to hold livestock for an extended period. Therefore, 
animals will not be received more than two (2) days prior to show or sale and must be 
removed within one (1) day following the event. Livestock must be confined to the 
immediate facility. Horses cannot be tied on sides or front of Ag Center and must be 
kept in areas behind Ag Center. The requestor is expected to furnish its own bedding, 
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feed, water equipment, security and other special materials used in preparation of the 
facility for a livestock event. 

6. Horse Arena users must provide portable potties for their events.  
7. Charge for admission ‘at the door’ or prior sale of admission for said event is 

prohibited. 
8. Mitchell County Extension, Ag Departments, Southwest Georgia Saddle Club, all 

schools in Mitchell County and other Mitchell County government functions that serve 
the people of the county may use the facilities at no charge. 

9. Private organization/individual will be charged $300.00 per day plus $150.00 security 
deposit. The entire deposit is refundable if the facility is left clean, all rules are 
followed, and the event is over by 5:00 PM. If the event is not over by 5:00 PM, $75.00 
of security deposit will be used to acquire security for the events after 5:00 PM hours. 
The security deposit will not be returned if any rules are violated. 

10. For-profit organizations/individuals will be charged $400.00 per day plus $150.00 
security deposit. The entire deposit is refundable if the facility is left clean, all rules are 
followed, and the event is over by 5:00 PM. If the event is not over by 5:00 PM, $75.00 
of security deposit will be used to acquire security for the events after 5:00 PM. The 
security deposit will not be returned if any rules are violated. 

11. Agriculture-related events, except such events that are held by for-profit 
organizations/individuals, will be charged $100.00 per day plus $100 security deposit, 
which is refundable if all rules are followed, and the facility is left clean. 

12.  Occupancy cannot exceed the fire occupancy rating. 
13. When approval has been confirmed by return of the executed Facility Use Form, 

preparations for the event may be arranged by calling the Mitchell County Extension 
Coordinator at 229-336-2066.  

Mitchell County Boat Ramps (Baconton, Hwy 37, and Vada) 

1. No overnight stays unless a permit is obtained from the Mitchell County Building and 
Zoning Office. 

2. Any approved event may be cancelled at any time due to the river rising or a projected 
rising to unsafe levels. 

3. Boat landings may be closed to the public during times of high-water levels. 
4. All posted rules must be followed. 
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